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Life, even during a pan- 
demic, goes on. But in the 
day-to-day routines that 
define a community, a soci- 
ety, and in the unique rites, 
occasions and ceremonies 
that connect us to our his- 
tory and God, no aspect of 
life in South Florida has 
been untouched by social 
distancing. 

Everything is at once the 


same, but unfamiliar, as we 
push forward, ghosts 
haunting our own towns. 
Here is a look at how the 
fight against COVID-19 has 
affected important life 
events in South Florida. In 
Boca Raton, a young wom- 
an prepares for the birth of 
her first child in the grip of 
loneliness. A child cele- 
brates her bat mitzvah via 
Zoom. Senior prom is 
called off, a wedding is 
postponed, and one of Pom- 
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The coronavirus has affected events in the lives of South Floridians, from birth to death and everything in between. 


Life, interrupted 


When the coronavirus outbreak disrupts milestones from birth to burial 


pano Beach’s favorite sons 
is buried in virtual anonym- 
ity. 
If there is a bright side in 
all this, Pastor Brett Opalin- 
ski of Christ Church in Fort 
Lauderdale has found a 
glimmer of one. 

“Tve been thinking about 
some of these rituals that 
we just go through in our 
day without giving much 
thought to. Maybe if there 
is a blessing in some of this, 
it’s inviting us to rethink 


what are those things that 
are important to us, and 
how can we be intentional 
about it?” 


Birth 


On March 1, Plantation 
native Rachel Gordon 
moved back to South Flor- 
ida from New York City to 
be closer to family and 


See LIFE, 21A 


State’s budget to take 
hit as taxes collapse 


By JASON GARCIA 


Florida’s finances are 
about to get hit. Hard. 

That’s because some of 
the industries that have 
been forced into near-com- 
plete shutdowns as part of 
the effort to slow the spread 
of the new coronavirus are 
also some of the same indus- 
tries that Florida leans upon 
most heavily to prop up the 
state budget. 

Restaurants, hotels and 
admissions — from venues 
like theme parks, movie the- 
aters and sporting events — 
account for 20 percent of 
state sales tax collections, 


according to data from the 
Florida Department of Rev- 
enue. 

And the economic shock 
from COVID419 has already 
radiated far beyond tourism 
and hospitality businesses. 
Commercial landlords, the 
state’s fourth-largest source 
of sales tax receipts, have 
seen tenants stop paying 
rent as some businesses 
scramble to stay solvent. 
Many clothing retailers, the 
state’s 10th-largest source of 
sales taxes, have closed in- 
definitely. 

Car sales — the single big- 
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Hospitals 
face biggest 
challenge in 
a generation 


Many say they are far from 
ready after a decade of cutbacks 


By CINDY KRISCHER 
GOODMAN AND 
DAVID FLESHLER 


During a late February 
call with stock analysts, an 
executive at Tenet Health- 
care expressed confidence 
in the hospital company’s 
ability to handle the fright- 
ening new virus spreading 
around the world. 

“Were very well pre- 
pared across all of our fa- 
cilities,” said Daniel Can- 
celmi, executive vice presi- 
dent of the company that 
operates 10 South Florida 
hospitals. “We’ve put a lot 
of effort into making sure 
that we’re prepared to han- 
dle whatever may come, 
obviously with a degree of 


uncertainty around how 
that may expand in the 
United States.” 

Three weeks later, with 
US. cases of COVID~-19 top- 
ping 19,000, an ICU nurse 
described the scene at Ten- 
et’s Good Samaritan Hospi- 
tal in West Palm Beach like 
this: “We are short-staffed, 
short-supplied, and you can 
see the effects of poor man- 
agement,” she said in an in- 
terview with the Sun Sen- 
tinel. “There are no instruc- 
tions being given to people 
in direct contact with co- 
ronavirus patients, and we 
are all being exposed.” 

The battle with co- 
ronavirus comes as a reck- 


See HEALTH, 18A 


Put your health before 
work, experts advise 


Remote office access not required by law 


By RAFAEL OLMEDA 
AND DAVID LYONS 


Across South Florida, 
people who are still re- 
quired to report for work 
are getting nervous about 
their safety as the co- 
ronavirus spreads. 

A call center employee 
thinks desks are too close 
at his job. A salesman won- 
ders why his business is 
considered “essential.” An- 


other employee worries 
about co-workers who are 
coughing and sneezing. 

All of them, while re- 
lieved they are still em- 
ployed, fear for their health 
and financial security if 
they are forced to work in 
what they believe are haz- 
ardous conditions. 

Here’s what experts ad- 
vise. 


See ADVICE, 14A 


Note to readers 


As we continue to devote most of our news coverage to 
the coronavirus and its unprecedented impacts, we will be 
making a few changes to our print editions. As the world 
stays close to home, you'll find less travel and sports news, 
and more news about TV and streaming options, cooking 
and dining in, and stories of those in the community who are 
helping others through this crisis. 

In Sunday’s edition, you will find a few specific changes: 
The Money section has folded into the Local section; the 
Sports section has been reduced due to play being shut 
down; and the Travel & Life section has been renamed to 


Life. 


You'll find the TV Listings in the Life section on Sunday, 
and on the back of the Local section every other day of the 


week. 


In addition, we’ve added bonus pages to the electronic 
edition at no extra cost. To activate the daily e-edition, go to 


sunsentinel.com/activate. 


Humor helps in coping with virus 
Psychologists say, in a crisis, laughter can be the best 
medicine, so long as it’s in good taste.10A 


Joseph Lowery, MLK aide, dies 


A lieutenant to Martin Luther King Jr. who helped organ- 
ize a pivotal civil rights moment has died.16A 


MY BODY. MY HEALTH. 


FREE Diabetes Prevention Programs 


Create lasting healthy habits and decrease your risk of diabetes and 


other chronic diseases. Join our online community today! 
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Trinity Health 


Online- Participate on your schedule 
Distance Learning — Join scheduled classes virtually with ZOOM 
REGIONAL HOSPITALS 


For more information or to join: www.holycrossdpp.com | 954-383-9419 
Holy Cross Hospital | 4725 N. Federal Hwy., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 
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